at fault here, since these are definitions given by BS 661, of which the British Standards Institution had allowed prior publication.
The book can be recommended not only to those professional people interested in this subject but also to the intelligent layman who is interested in this field. The very reasonable price puts the book within everybody's reach. R This book is an attempt to put into illustrated summary form the abnormalities which may be found on chemical and hmmatological analysis of body fluids and blood and their interpretation. The author has chosen as his section headings standard laboratory procedures, such as the estimation of serum calcium or plasma proteins; under these he has listed, each on a separate page with its own coloured diagram, the various diseases in which ranges outside the normal for that constituent occur, together with a suggestion of further examinations which may be indicated. The idea is a good one and the layout excellent, but the book would be much more helpful if it were arranged from the angle of the disease rather than the test; physicians will not want a sequential list of the conditions in which serum lipids are disordered, however clearly laid out, if they have to search in four different sections for the investigations which may be of use in idiopathic steatorrhoea. It is irritating, also, to find that only the key diagram at the beginning of each section has the interpretation of the numerous symbols and colours used, so that one has constantly to refer back to it. Nevertheless, those who are able to do multiple analyses on their patients may find this a handy, if expensive, book for interpreting any abnormality which may be found. In their introductory chapter the editors explain that this book is aimed primarily at those interested or working in the medical and cognate sciences, from biochemistry and physiology to clinical practice and applied nutrition. It is assumed that all the readers will be qualified in some relevant branch of pure or applied science but few in the specialty of a particular contributor. There are many experts working in the endocrinological field whose activities have so far been confined to studies of one hormone or group of hormones. From time to time such an expert may have to turn his attention to a different hormone, to which the specialist skills with which he is familiar may not apply, and for this he will need entirely new techniques. Our increasing knowledge of glandular interdependence means that this occurs more freguently. It is to meet such a need that the new edition is primarily designed.
Since the publication of the first edition in 1961 great progress has been made in the field of endocrinology. The majority of the second edition has been completely re-written. There are new chapters concerned with glucagon, placental lactogen, hypothalamic releasing factors, aldosterone, renin and angiotensin, parathormone and calcitonin. The section dealing with thyroid and thyroid stimulating hormone has been expanded. Five new chapters describe the basis of some of the more recent techniques that have been applied to hormonal analysis (e.g. thin-layer and gas-liquid chromatography in the steroid field and immunological methods in the determination of polypeptides and protein hormones).
As far as possible the chapters all conform to a similar pattern: chemical constitution and physical properties; tissue of origin and an outline of biosynthesis; methods for determination in blood and urine; plasma levels in normal and diseased states. There is no doubt that the editors' hope, that these volumes are an up-todate and critical account of the subject and a guide to sound practice, is fully realized. The objective and critical outlook of the individual contributors indicates clearly, even to the nonspecialist, how much may be justifiably deduced from the methods recommended. This is of immense value and these two volumes are indispensable in any laboratory seriously concerned with endocrinological investigations. This publication is a record of the meeting of the Interdisciplinary Society for Biological Psychiatry. The aim is to produce a meeting of a mixture of disciplines and to correlate neurobiology as a whole, including neurochemistry, to psychiatry and its allied behavioural sciences. It contains a number of separate articles which give an account of the inborn errors of metabolism which, directly or indirectly, produce brain damage. It also contains interesting chapters on the neurological examination of young infants, and the problems of population screening in an endeavour to reach early diagnoses. It concludes with an article on psychological considerations in the treatment of inborn errors of metabolism.
As a method of drawing attention to this growing field, this book is worthy of attention, in particular as it demonstrates the value of the 'workshop' type of meeting. Apart from this, it is difficult to see for whom the book will be of great value. It makes interesting reading, but for the specialist in these fields it contains nothing new, and its content is likely to be indigestible for the student. If, however, it serves the purpose of encouraging multidisciplinary work in this important field, it will achieve a very useful purpose. The thirteen papers contributed to this symposium cover clinical, biochemical and pathological aspects of a number of syndromes, including the muscular dystrophies, disorders of glycogen metabolism in muscle, the lipidoses (e.g. Tay-Sachs, Gaucher), and Wilson's disease. Genetical aspects of these disorders tend to be dealt with either not at all or rather superficially; but the level of discussion of biochemical aspects will surely be informative and satisfying even to the well-versed reader. Most of the papers are in the nature of reviews of the present state of our knowledge, but some of them represent reports of original investigations. The work of Jatzkewitz on the cerebral lipidoses met with a very appreciative discussion; and Dubowitz's paper drawing attention to the possible neurogenic influences of what have been thought of hitherto as primary disorders of muscle introduced some welcome controversy. Much appreciated by the present reviewer were the papers by Walton on clinical aspects of classification of the myopathies, Pennington on biochemical abnormalities in muscular dystrophy, and Walshe on the natural history of Wilson's disease.
The Society for the Study of Inborn Errors of Metabolism (why not the Garrod Society?) is obviously a very active group, who now in five years have five interesting symposia to their credit, all available in published form. Prospec-tive new members are invited to approach the editors of the symposium. The field is a rapidly expanding one, of fundamental importance to medicine, and we may hope that the Society will add to its membership, especially among clinicians and geneticists. ELIOT This small book is a mine of information on current views of the etiology, pathology and treatment of this still mysterious disease. As would be expected from the authors, the discussion of the biochemical aspects is particularly interesting and detailed. For the clinical otologist the comprehensive but concise survey of treatment is a stimulating 'refresher', and a fine bibliography enhances the value of an admirable publication.
JOHN GROVES
Advances in Parasitology, Vol 6 edited by Ben Dawes pp xx+416 illustrated 90s $13.50 London & New York: Academic Press 1968 In the sixth volume of this popular series the emphasis is on the protozoa, and reviews include the epidemiology of amoebiasis, the pathology of Chagas' disease, liver involvement in malaria, the chemotherapy of schistosomiasis and also six short articles bringing up to date the reviews included in the first volume.
The subjects are well chosen; there have, for example, been important advances in knowledge of Chagas' disease, which affects 7 million inhabitants in South America, though relatively little is known of it outside that continent. Koberle's contribution here covers the pathology admirably. Elsdon-Dew deals with the epidemiology of amoebiasis in polemical style; schisms relating to it are opened out and magnified possibly to an unnecessary extent. Maegraith ably reviews work on liver damage in malaria, developing the cytotoxic anoxia theme on which he has long worked. With so much current activity on mass therapy in schistosomiasis, an outline of the different approaches to chemotherapy, empirical, selective and biochemical, is welcome.
The bringing up to date of the earlier reviews is a good plan and among this group of articles none is more fascinating than that by Rogers and Sommerville on the infectious process in relation to development of nematodes. They elaborate on
